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Go	to	Settings	>	Storage.	Toggle	on	Smart	Storage	to	automatically	delete	old	photos	and	videos	when	the	phone	is	low	on	space.Tap	an	app	and	clear	its	cache	or	data	(files,	settings,	and	accounts)	to	address	problems	with	an	app	that	acts	up.Tap	Free	Up	Space	to	display	files	organized	by	category.	Select	any	items	you	want	to	remove	and	tap
Free	up	X	GB.	This	article	explains	how	to	clear	up	phone	storage	on	your	Android	device	using	the	built-in	storage	manager	in	Settings.	This	information	applies	to	Android	devices	made	by	Samsung,	Google,	Huawei,	Xiaomi,	and	more.	When	you	free	up	space	on	your	Android	device,	the	phone	has	more	space	for	new	apps,	photos,	videos,	and
music,	and	often,	faster	performance.	When	a	phone	is	close	to	full,	it	tends	to	get	sluggish.	Android	refers	to	this	feature	as	storage,	but	file	management	is	what	it	does.	To	access	your	files,	go	to	Settings.	The	Storage	section	displays	how	much	room	is	available:	X%	used	-	X	GB	free.	Tap	Storage.	You'll	see	a	list	of	everything	on	your	phone,	in
categories	including	music	&	audio,	games,	files,	and	system	(files	need	to	run	your	OS).	You	can	toggle	on	Smart	Storage	at	the	top,	which	automatically	deletes	old	photos	and	videos	when	the	phone	is	close	to	running	out	of	space.	Tap	a	category	to	view	the	apps	associated	with	it.	Tap	an	app,	and	clear	the	cache	or	clear	data	(files,	settings,	and
accounts).	These	actions	can	often	fix	problems	with	an	app	that's	acting	up.	Go	back	to	Storage	settings.	Tap	Free	Up	Space	to	display	files	organized	by	category:	Backed	up	photos	&	videos,	Downloads,	and	Infrequently	used	apps,	along	with	how	many	gigabytes	each	uses.	The	Backed	up	photos	&	videos	option	is	all	or	nothing;	you	can't	select
specific	files.	Tap	Downloads	to	see	a	list	of	PDFs	and	other	documents.	Under	Infrequently	used	apps	is	a	list	of	apps	organized	by	how	recently	you've	opened	them.	Select	any	items	you'd	like	to	remove	and	tap	Free	up	X	GB.	You'll	get	a	confirmation	popup	message	that	offers	to	turn	on	Smart	Storage	if	it's	not	already	enabled.	To	delete	an
unwanted	app,	go	to	the	Google	Play	Store,	tap	My	Apps,	select	the	app,	and	tap	Uninstall.	Another	method	is	to	drag	unwanted	apps	from	the	app	drawer	to	the	trash	icon	that	appears	when	you	press	and	hold	an	app.	You	can't	delete	many	pre-loaded	apps,	otherwise	known	as	bloatware,	without	rooting	the	device.		Another	way	to	make	space	on	an
Android	smartphone	is	to	back	up	your	pictures	to	Google	Photos,	which	offers	unlimited	cloud	storage	and	access	to	your	images	on	any	device.	For	other	files,	offload	them	to	Dropbox,	Google	Drive,	or	another	cloud	service.	You	can	also	move	apps	to	an	SD	card	to	save	space.	If	you	want	to	access	Android	system	files,	you	can	root	your
smartphone	and	install	a	third-party	file	manager.	Rooting	your	smartphone	is	a	straightforward	process,	and	the	risks	are	relatively	small.	The	benefits	include	the	ability	to	manage	files	on	the	smartphone,	remove	bloatware,	and	more.	If	you	want	to	do	a	quick	cleanup,	as	you	would	on	a	computer,	the	built-in	tool	does	the	trick.	Always	be	sure	to
back	up	your	data	first,	in	case	you	accidentally	delete	something	important.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	It’s	not	always	easy	to	find	reliable	Wi-Fi	on	the	go,	especially	if	you’re	looking	for	a	secure,	private	connection.	Public	Wi-Fi	networks	can	leave	you	vulnerable	to	hackers	and
create	privacy	issues	if	you’re	viewing	sensitive	data.	But	if	you	have	an	Android	smartphone	in	your	pocket,	you’re	just	a	few	steps	away	from	having	a	private,	personal	Wi-Fi	hotspot.	All	smartphones	running	Android	2.2	or	later	have	built-in	hotspot	capabilities,	but	some	carriers	might	limit	access	to	the	feature	depending	on	your	wireless	plan.
Also,	your	smartphone	might	run	a	slightly	different	version	of	Android	depending	on	your	device	–few	devices	carry	stock	Android,	instead	applying	a	proprietary	interface,	like	Samsung	TouchWiz.	So	some	of	these	steps	might	look	slightly	different	on	your	device.	First	check	with	your	mobile	carrier	The	first	step	is	to	check	with	your	mobile	carrier
—	some	companies	impose	data	limits,	or	will	ask	you	to	purchase	an	additional	plan.	Verizon	includes	mobile	hotspot	access	for	no	additional	charge	on	most	plans,	but	some	plans	require	an	additional	fee	or	charge	you	if	you	exceed	your	data	limits.	AT&T	also	includes	hotspot	access	in	most	of	its	plans,	with	charges	if	you	go	over	your	monthly
data	limits.	T-Mobile	charges	$14.99	per	month	for	mobile	hotspot	access,	allowing	you	to	connect	up	to	five	devices	at	a	time.	Sprint	includes	mobile	hotspot	access	into	some	—	but	not	all	—	of	its	plans;	if	you	go	over	the	allotted	data	amount,	you	won’t	be	charged	extra,	but	it	switches	from	4G	LTE	to	2G	connectivity.	Once	you	have	confirmed	that



you	can	use	your	iPhone	as	a	mobile	hotspot	with	your	wireless	plan,	follow	the	steps	below.	Step	1	On	your	home	screen,	tap	settings	>	wireless	&	networks.	Step	2	Look	for	“Portable	Wi-Fi	Hotspot”	and	tap	the	check	mark,	or	toggle	the	slide	bar,	next	to	the	option.	(On	some	devices,	you	may	need	to	tap	“more”	to	expand	the	list	of	options	under
the	wireless	&	networks	category.)	Step	3	Tap	on	“Wi-Fi	hotspot	settings”	or	“Configure	Wi-Fi	hotspot.”	Depending	on	your	device,	your	hotspot	settings	might	be	named	something	slightly	different.	Here,	you	can	see	the	default	password	for	your	mobile	hotspot.	Note:	Within	these	settings,	you	can	also	change	the	password,	rename	the	network
SSID,	adjust	security	settings	and	manage	other	devices	connected	to	your	hotspot.	Step	4	Open	the	Wi-Fi	settings	on	the	device	you	want	to	connect,	and	find	your	Android	hotspot	on	the	list	of	available	networks.	The	name	of	your	hotspot	will	be	the	same	as	the	Network	SSID	under	your	hotspot	settings.	Step	5	Decide	if	you	want	to	connect	your
device	to	your	Android	hotspot	using	Wi-Fi,	Bluetooth	or	USB.	Connecting	via	Wi-Fi	Go	to	the	Wi-Fi	settings	on	the	device	you	want	to	tether	to	your	Android	device.	Look	for	your	network,	which	will	be	the	same	as	the	Network	SSID	name	under	your	hotspot	settings.	Tap	the	network	name	and	connect	using	the	password	you	created	in	step	3.
Connecting	via	Bluetooth	Turn	on	the	Bluetooth	setting	on	the	device	you	want	to	connect.	Go	to	the	settings	on	your	Android	device	and	select	“Bluetooth.”	Find	the	device	you	want	to	connect,	and	select	it	to	pair.	You	might	see	a	code	appear	on	your	tablet	or	notebook	—	you	will	need	to	enter	that	into	your	Android	device	to	connect.	Connecting
via	USB	Using	the	USB	cable	that	came	with	your	Android	device,	plug	it	into	your	Mac	or	PC.	Choose	your	network	from	the	list	of	Wi-Fi	networks	on	your	computer.	Disconnecting	devices	To	see	what	devices	are	connected	to	your	hotspot,	you	can	head	back	into	your	hotspot	settings	to	see	a	list	of	connected	devices	and	disconnect	devices	one	by
one.	Or,	you	can	simply	turn	off	your	hotspot,	and	all	devices	will	disconnect	immediately.	Tracking	data	If	you’re	worried	about	going	over	your	monthly	data	limit,	you	can	check	your	monthly	data	usage	on	your	Android	smartphone	under	settings	>	data	usage.	Alternatively,	you	can	always	log	into	your	Verizon,	Sprint,	T-Mobile	or	AT&T	account	to
see	how	much	data	you	have	left.	Alternative	for	Samsung	users	If	you	have	multiple	Samsung	devices,	you	can	share	your	hotspot	capabilities	instantly	using	Samsung	Flow.	Similar	to	Apple’s	“Instant	Hotpsot”	feature,	sharing	your	hotspot	through	Samsung	Flow	only	works	between	Samsung	devices.	Always	make	sure	you	review	your	plan’s	data
limits,	so	you	know	how	much	you	will	be	charged	if	you	go	over.	Once	you	activate	your	Wi-Fi	Hotspot,	you	will	see	a	message	in	your	notification	bar.	Make	sure	to	set	a	strong	password	to	keep	your	hotspot	secure,	especially	if	you	are	using	it	in	a	public	place.	Using	your	phone	as	a	hotspot	will	drain	your	battery	faster,	especially	if	you	connect
wirelessly,	so	you’ll	want	to	make	sure	you	can	charge	your	phone	if	necessary.	Related	Video	Image:	Mackenzie	Burke	Apple	Apple	just	wrapped	up	their	Fall	2022	event,	Far	Out,	which	featured	new	announcements	in	the	Apple	line	up	including	the	iPhone	14,	Apple	Watch	Ultra,	AirPods	Pro	2,	and	much	more.	TechRepublic's	Clarence	Reynolds
talks	with	Tamara	Scott	and	Kaiti	Norton	to	discuss	the	event	and	the	soon	to	be	released	tech.	08:38	Published:		September	12,	2022	Modified:		September	12,	2022	Read	More	See	all	videos	Innovation	Tom	Merritt	shares	TOP500's	ranking	of	the	best	supercomputers	this	year.	Also	read	the	article	at:	02:27	Published:		July	25,	2022	Modified:		July
25,	2022	Read	More	See	all	videos	Software	Tom	Merritt	highlights	five	things	you	may	not	have	known	about	the	first	Windows	operating	system.	Also	read	the	article	at:	02:27	Published:		July	13,	2022	Modified:		July	13,	2022	Read	More	See	all	videos	CXO	Tom	Merritt	shares	what	your	tech	enterprise	should	consider	to	improve	our	natural
environment.	Also	read	the	article	at:	02:04	Published:		July	8,	2022	Modified:		July	8,	2022	Read	More	See	all	videos	Mobility	Tom	Merritt	shares	the	best	alternatives	to	Google's	two-factor	authentication	app.	Also	check	out	the	article	at:	02:13	Published:		June	30,	2022	Modified:		June	30,	2022	Read	More	See	all	videos	Software	Jack	Wallen	guides
you	through	filtering	your	Asana	tasks	by	project	or	across	multiple	projects	and	apply	additional	filters.	For	the	full	step-by-step	guide,	head	to:	01:13	Published:		June	23,	2022	Modified:		June	23,	2022	Read	More	See	all	videos	Developer	Jack	Wallen	shows	you	how	to	extend	the	Docker	Desktop	feature	set	by	adding	Portainer	into	the	mix.	For	the
full	step-by-step	article,	head	to:	01:31	Published:		June	21,	2022	Modified:		June	23,	2022	Read	More	See	all	videos	Developer	Jack	Wallen	shows	you	what	might	be	the	easiest	method	of	transferring	files	between	Linux	desktops	on	the	market.	For	the	full	step-by-step	article,	head	to:	01:38	Published:		June	17,	2022	Modified:		June	17,	2022	Read
More	See	all	videos
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